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Introduction 

 

This document explains: 

• why we are proposing the changes to the Lansdowne area 

• how it is being funded 

• the new public spaces and areas that are proposed  

• the resulting changes to the highways that are needed 

• how you can have your say on the proposals 

The Lansdowne and its surrounding area 
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Have your say  

BCP Council is interested to hear your views on the proposals, particularly any 

impacts you think they could have on you and how we could mitigate these impacts. 

This will provide us with valuable information that will help us to determine the best 

ways for implementing the transformation in Lansdowne. This will include how 

services are delivered, how access to the area is provided and the timing of the 

works. 

Please read this consultation document in full and have your say by completing the 

online survey. The deadline for responses is 22nd November 2019.  

We will also be holding events where you can view the plans, talk to project staff, 

and take part in the consultation. The events will be held as follows: 

• 23rd October 2019 11:30am to 2pm, Executive Business Centre, 

Bournemouth University 

• 30th October 2019 11:30am to 2pm, Executive Business Centre, Bournemouth 

University 

• 30th October 2019 4-7pm, Naked Coffee, 4 Christchurch Road, BH1 3LT 

• 31st October 2019 8-10am, Abbey Life Assurance, 100 Holdenhurst Road, 

BH8 8AL 

• 31st October  2019 11:30am to 2pm, Executive Business Centre, 

Bournemouth University 

• 7th November 2019 8-10am, Bournemouth Train Station, ASDA side outside 

of the ticket hall 

• 7th November 2019 11:30 to 14:00, Bournemouth & Poole College, room 

L006. Ask at Meyrick Road Reception  

If you have any questions about the consultation or need the documents in a 

different format, please email lansdowne@bcpcouncil.gov.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.snapsurveys.com/wh/s.asp?k=157104219841
mailto:lansdowne@bcpcouncil.gov.uk
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Background 

Due to a lack of investment for approximately 30 years, Lansdowne was and is still 

failing to harness its potential. Issues such as increasing anti-social behaviour, 

empty retail units, run down street scape and derelict development sites were 

starting to dominate the area. 

In 2015, stakeholders with interests in Lansdowne agreed the area needed a vision 

for the future in order to enhance all the positive attributes the area boasted and so 

the C:Side vision document was created. The Lansdowne Delivery Plan was the 

Council’s official response to the proposed vision and a bid to the Dorset Local 

Enterprise Partnership for funding was awarded in 2017. 

Lansdowne is incredibly diverse, with corporate businesses, educational institutions, 

start-ups (particularly digital) businesses, independent traders, retail, restaurants, 

bars, private residences, student residences, commuters and tourists.  

Its proximity to the Travel Interchange (Train, Coach and Bus Station) to the north of 

the area (see map above) makes Lansdowne a key gateway to the Beach and Town 

Centre, all within a 10 to 15 minute walk. 

The key focus is to create attractive, vibrant and green public areas with people at 

the heart of the vision. These plans are already attracting significant investment from 

a range of interests, including Bournemouth University, which in turn may trigger 

additional private investment into further developing and promoting Lansdowne as 

an ideal location for people to live, work, study and enjoy. 

The Vision 

Lansdowne Bournemouth will be an exciting and attractive place to live, 

work, study and enjoy. 

• Lansdowne Bournemouth will be an exciting place where ideas, innovation,

technology and enterprise flourish close to the free and relaxed climate of the

beach.

• Workers, visitors, residents and students will have the opportunity to exchange

ideas and knowledge in the many vibrant streets, plazas and parks.

• The synergy of education, places to live, dynamic workspaces and culture will

create an atmosphere of enterprise.

Funding 

The Council was awarded £8.5 million funding from Dorset Local Enterprise 

Partnership’s (DLEP) Local Growth Fund in 2017 with the aim of rejuvenating 

Lansdowne. Match funding of £2.89 million from the Council was required to secure 

the £8.5 million, resulting in a total budget of £11.39 million. On 30 September 2019, 

BCP Council’s Cabinet approved the continued accrual of £2.89 million of match 

funding from local contributions and fully endorsed the delivery of the programme. 

The funds awarded are tied to delivering key objectives which include improving the 

https://www.bournemouth.gov.uk/Business/DevelopmentsinBournemouth/TheLansdowneDeliveryPlan.aspx
FenemoreL
Underline

FenemoreL
Underline

FenemoreL
Underline

https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/News/News-Features/lansdowne/Lansdowne-Docs/c-side.pdf
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landscape and environment for the local community, encouraging private investment 

and job creation, and increasing residential occupancy in Lansdowne whilst 

promoting alternative modes of transport in and around the area. 

What is proposed? 
 

As part of the vision we want to attract a variety of new businesses, providing them 

with the opportunity to expand their existing offer or diversify into something different.   

Creating a unique identity for Lansdowne will help to ensure it continues to attract 

investment and, in working with the local Lansdowne and Town Centre Business 

Improvement District representatives, ensure the area thrives as the local community 

utilise and enhance the new spaces. As well as sustaining and creating new jobs, 

these proposals are also about restoring and improving pedestrians’ connection with 

the area.  

Major investment to transform Holdenhurst Road (south of Station Roundabout), 

Lansdowne Roundabout and Meyrick Road (northern end), is planned to create new 

spaces for people to enjoy including: 

• inviting green social spaces 

• outdoor meeting space  

• new performance platforms where festivals and events can take place  

• break out areas  
 

These particular areas were chosen as they are at the centre of Lansdowne and are 

seen to be most likely to deliver the various programme objectives. This area is also 

seen as a key section of the route from the Travel interchange to the Seafront in 

preference to Bath Road or Old Christchurch Road.  

These proposed changes are facilitated by highway changes and road 

reconfigurations in Lansdowne as well as additional highway mitigations along 

Christchurch and Old Christchurch Roads, which are beyond the scope of this 

project but are essential to the areas longer term success. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 
 

Map of the Proposed Changes 
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Public Spaces 
 

It is proposed that Holdenhurst Road and Lansdowne Roundabout will be 

transformed to create new spaces for outdoor meetings, break out areas, as well as 

new performance platforms for festivals and events for people to utilise and enjoy. 

The existing key features of Lansdowne have been taken into account during the 

development of the designs, including the prevailing wind, sun paths, trees, bus 

stops and the character of buildings.  

Inspiration has been taken from multiple cities worldwide, as well as advice from 

urban realm specialists such as Feria Urbanism. “Urban realm” refers to publicly 

accessible spaces between buildings in an urban environment1.   

Consideration has been given to how many of the routes that pedestrians and 

cyclists would wish to take could be decluttered by removing street obstacles, such 

as unnecessary signage, following recommendations from local community 

organisations such as DOTs Disability. 

Taking forward the C:Side Vision and the Council’s Lansdowne Delivery Plan, it is 

important for any new public spaces in Lansdowne to be:  

• Sustainable  

• High quality 

• Durable 

• Flexible 

• Providing more trees and green landscaping 

• Bringing in new technologies  

Proposed new public spaces 
 

The lower part of Holdenhurst Road has good potential for visible and active shop 

and office frontages, rather than blacked-out ground floors as well as extra space for 

restaurant/bar venues to utilise the outdoors.  In the upper part of Holdenhurst Road 

there are fewer active frontages and more private offices, and this gives potential for 

public areas that supports outdoor working, meetings and lunch breaks. 

The northern end of Meyrick Road outside Bournemouth & Poole College is an 

important part of the scheme as this emphasises the connection between the Travel 

Interchange, Lansdowne and a more pleasant route to East Cliff and the Beach. 

The following new areas would be created: 

Outdoor Office – space in the northern part of Holdenhurst Road for outdoor 

meetings, break out areas and lunch breaks. 

 

 

                                            
1 https://pja.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/here.pdf 

https://pja.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/here.pdf
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Landscape design of the outdoor office space 

 

Fire Station Square - flexible area outside the former Fire Station which can be used 

for events such as showcasing Arts University Bournemouth, Bournemouth 

University and Bournemouth & Poole College talent as well as other community 

focused events. 

Landscape design of Fire Station Square  
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Holdenhurst Gardens – relaxed area of planting and seating for quiet contemplation 

or learning, lunches etc. as well as flexible pockets of space that could be used for 

temporary installations.  These could include themed events such as table tennis 

tables during Wimbledon, arts installations for Arts by the Sea Festival or overspill 

café, restaurant or bar seating. 

Artists impression of Holdenhurst Gardens  

 

Landscape design of Holdenhurst Gardens 
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Lansdowne Place – key Amphitheatre area for larger events and informal recreation. 

Artists impression of Lansdowne Place (looking north from Meyrick Road) 

 

Meyrick Road – an informal area combining the planting and seating elements of 

Holdenhurst Gardens.  
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Highways Design  

The proposed changes to the highways are necessary to create the new public spaces 

as well as promote the needs of pedestrians, cyclists and public transport users, as 

more sustainable modes of transport. 

A servicing and access study will be conducted for proposed highway changes with 

an emphasis placed on options that ensure day-to-day operations for existing 

businesses and local residents are considered in the area, following the proposed 

pedestrianisation of the lower third of Holdenhurst Road. 

The following preliminary designs are subject to detailed design and stakeholder 

engagement and consultation, and as such may change. 

 

Lansdowne Roundabout – proposed changes 

Landscape design of Lansdowne Roundabout  

 
 

Changes for pedestrians and cyclists 

• Lansdowne Roundabout would be removed to create a new inviting, green public 

area and events space referred to as ‘Lansdowne Place’.  

• A major pedestrian and cyclist crossing point would be created between 

Lansdowne Place and Meyrick Road. 

• A new pedestrian and cyclists crossing point would be added at the eastern end of 

Old Christchurch Road, with pedestrian pavement space potentially increased on 

the corners. 
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• Pedestrian and cycle access across Lansdowne Road would be via the signal- 

controlled junction (traffic lights), with existing cycle lanes on the north and 

southbound carriageways extended to the new proposed junction. 

Changes for buses 

• Lansdowne Road would be maintained as a main bus route linking the town centre 

and University campuses and residences in Talbot and Lansdowne.  

• Measures would be introduced to give buses priority in areas of general traffic to 

support more sustainable travel.  

• Old Christchurch Road would potentially be changed to limited access, allowing 

buses, taxis and services eastbound, from Stafford Road to Lansdowne, to enable 

Lansdowne junction to function fully. 

Changes for vehicles 

• A 3-armed junction with traffic lights would replace the roundabout to control and 

manage vehicle movement at Lansdowne junction. This will be part of the wider 

mitigations of traffic redistribution resulting from the part-pedestrianisation of 

Holdenhurst Road. 

• Lansdowne Road would remain accessible for all traffic, with changes to the road 

layout as part of the re-configuration for Lansdowne junction. 

• Old Christchurch Road would potentially be changed to limited access allowing 

buses, taxis and services eastbound from Stafford Road to Lansdowne, with all 

other eastbound traffic likely to find alternative routes such as Madeira Road. 

Lansdowne Place and surrounding roads 
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Meyrick Road 

The northern end of Meyrick Road would be closed to traffic, extending the public 

area proposed to be created at Lansdowne Roundabout. 

Changes for pedestrians 

• An informal area combining the planting and seating elements of Holdenhurst 

Gardens would be created at the northern end of Meyrick Road. 

• Crossing points would be located according to desire lines, making for easier 

transition between Meyrick Road and Lansdowne Place.  

• The route to the beach along Holdenhurst Road and Meyrick Road would 

become a pleasant and green experience. 

Changes for Cyclists 

• Crossing points would be located according to desire lines, making for easier 

transition between Meyrick Road, Christchurch Road and Lansdowne Place.  

• Crossing points across the various roads of the new controlled Lansdowne 

junction would be created with cyclists in mind, allowing for easier transition 

between the sections of Lansdowne. 

Changes for vehicles 

• Meyrick Road would be closed to traffic at the northern end, by the Roundhouse 

Hotel and Bournemouth & Poole College.  

 

Holdenhurst Road – proposed changes 

  

Holdenhurst Road is important as a route between the Travel Interchange, the beach 

and town centre. The following changes are proposed to reduce through traffic along 

Holdenhurst Road and create a more welcoming environment for pedestrians.  
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Changes for pedestrians 

• Wider footways would be created at the northern end of Holdenhurst Road. 

• The pedestrian experience along Holdenhurst Road would be improved 

dramatically by creating green pockets of space along the northern section of the 

road and by creating a pedestrianised and green area south of Cotlands Road. 

• Two different types of event spaces, currently referred to as ‘Fire Station Square’ 

and ‘Lansdowne Place’ would be created. 

• The pavement would also be decluttered by reducing signage and removing 

pedestrian barriers to create more space for pedestrians. 

 

Changes for cyclists 

• Cycle access along Holdenhurst Road would be introduced at the northern end, 

on the eastern side of the road, creating a segregated two-way cycle lane.  

• Further south, cyclists would have access through the pedestrianised area, with 

the eastern side of the street being favoured for their continued journey and exit 

via Lansdowne Place, connecting with other parts of the road network via signal-

controlled crossings at the new Lansdowne junction.  

Changes for buses  

• Bus routes currently using Holdenhurst Road would most likely be re-routed 

along Christchurch Road and St Swithun’s Road.  

• The Bus Operators and BCP Council are working together to ensure the best 

outcome for public transport users as part of the programme’s and council’s long-

term aspirations, by providing dedicated bus areas and prioritising buses over 

general traffic. 

Changes for vehicles 

• The northern end of Holdenhurst Road (south of Station Roundabout) would 

remain a two-way carriageway providing all vehicles access to existing offices, to 

service business premises and access residential properties.  

• Holdenhurst Road would be closed to through traffic at its southern end and a 

pedestrian area would be created just south of Cotlands Road junction up to and 

including the existing Lansdowne Roundabout.  

• Vehicles entering from Station Roundabout would be able to exit Holdenhurst 

Road either via Cotlands Road and York Road or turn around just south of the 

Cotlands Road junction and exit north via Station Roundabout. A Service and 

Access Plan will be produced in due course to help ensure access is maintained 

at appropriate times and along the proposed pedestrianised area. 



15 
 

Christchurch Road – proposed changes 

Changes for pedestrians 

 

• The walking experience along Christchurch Road would be improved by including 

pedestrian crossings at both the signal-controlled junction by Lansdowne Place 

and at the eastern end by St Swithun’s Roundabout. 

• There would be an additional signal-controlled pelican crossing approximately half 

way along Christchurch Road, providing a safe place to cross, linking the north and 

south sides.  

• Existing entrance and exits along the service roads would be raised to match the 

existing pavement level, giving priority to pedestrians over vehicles.  

• The pavement would also be decluttered by reducing signage and removing 

pedestrian barriers to create more space for pedestrians. 

 

Changes for cyclists 

• A two-way cycle lane would be provided for cyclists eastbound, adjacent to the 

service road, and connecting via a shared footway/cycleway to a proposed 

Toucan crossing on St Swithun’s Road.  

• Road safety improvements at St Swithun’s Roundabout would be implemented 

which are largely aimed at improving the safety for cyclists and assisting buses to 

move along the network.  

• For westbound cyclists, the existing cycle lane would be extended to the 

proposed junction at Lansdowne Place.  

• Advanced stop lines would be added to the junction to assist cyclists moving 

through the junction, where possible.  

• Further cycle infrastructure improvements, such as clearly marked cycling lanes, 

cycle hubs for secure bike storage, sustainable travel incentive schemes for 

businesses and connectivity with the wider cycle network are currently being 

considered by the Council outside of this programme. 

 

Changes for buses 

• New bus facilities would be provided on the eastbound carriageway to 

accommodate the increase in bus services along this route due to the closure of 

Holdenhurst Road as a through route. 

Changes for cars 

 

• Christchurch Road would remain a two-way carriageway with an east bound bus 

lane added to promote and prioritise bus movement.  

• Traffic flow would be controlled by a new signalled-controlled junction at the 

western end of Christchurch Road (Lansdowne Place) which would replace the 

current Lansdowne Roundabout.  

• At St Swithun’s Roundabout there would be minor changes as part of a proposed 

road safety scheme to improve cycling and walking options. 
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• Access to businesses and office parking would be maintained via existing parallel 

service roads. 

 

Bath Road 

Bath Road would remain largely unchanged with minor changes required to the 

width of the road to accommodate the signal controls and associated pedestrian 

crossing facilities. 

Sustainability and Public Transport 

Sustainable travel  throughout Lansdowne, relating to how people navigate through 

and around the area, and how the area seeks to meet the challenging environmental 

targets set by the new BCP Council through the climate emergency declaration, is a 

key foundation for the proposed designs.  

The Council has been engaging with Morebus, Yellow Buses and Bournemouth 

University Buses since July 2018. The bus operators have been working 

collaboratively with BCP Council throughout 2019, in order to agree mitigations that 

promote and prioritise bus movement across Lansdowne.  

Taxi representatives have been involved in discussions regarding the proposed 

highway changes, with potential options such as relocation of key taxi ranks being 

considered.  

The local Cycle Forum has also been consulted on the plans and will continue to 

help shape the cycling options for the area, along with Council colleagues.  

Key Milestones 
 

The following may be subject to change, but give an indication of how the work could 

progress in order to meet the DLEP funding timescales: 

• Late 2019/Early 2020 – enabling works commence at Lansdowne Roundabout 

• Early 2020 – Statutory Consultation commences for any Traffic Regulation 

Orders 

• Spring 2020 - Council approval of programme detailed designs 

• Spring 2020 - Highway works commence 

• Summer/late 2020 – Public spaces works commence 

• Spring 2021 – DLEP milestone for funding spend completed 

• Spring 2022 – Final construction works completed  

Further information 

For further information, including background documents relating to the project, 

please visit www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/lansdowne.   

http://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/lansdowne

